
n A federal mediator 
was added to the mix 
after a June fallout.

By NATE SUNDERLAND
nsunderland@postregister.com

Bonneville Joint School Dis-
trict 93 will resume contract 
negotiations with its teachers 
union later this morning, but this 
time the two sides will receive 
help from a federally appointed 
mediator.

The open-door mediation ses-
sion is scheduled from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. at the Hampton Inn, 2500 
Channing Way, in Idaho Falls.

It will be the first confer-
ence between District 93 and 
the Bonneville Education Asso-
ciation since talks collapsed in 
early June. Both parties reached 
an impasse over which side has 
more power in employee man-
agement decisions.

“I’m hoping we can get to a 
place where the district will hear 
what we want, so we can come to 
an agreement for the benefit of 
our teachers and our kids,” Asso-
ciation President Emilie Cornell 
said.

Association leaders are seek-
ing a reduction-in-force policy, 
employee transfer policy and 
employee grievance procedure to 
be added to the teachers’ master 
agreement.
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RE charged
cycling

As demand grows, 
Idaho Falls looks 

to improve service

The city broke even on recycling 
services for the first time this year

Pat Sutphin / psutphin@postregister.com

Dave Beaty uses a forklift to push single-streamed recycling on to a conveyor belt for it to be compacted into bails at Western 
Recycling in Idaho Falls on Tuesday. Beaty has been working for Western Recycling for 18 months. Below, Beaty sweeps 
co-mingle recycling.

By CHRISTINA LORDS
clords@postregister.com

When the city of Idaho Falls began 
dabbling in recycling services about 15 
years ago, there were six collection spots.

As demand for recycling services 
throughout town grew, so, too, did the 
need for more locations. Where week-
ly pickups used to be the norm, now 
bi-weekly collections struggle to keep 
pace in some locations.

Today, 13 city-sponsored recycling 
drop-off locations dot the city’s recycle 
bin map.

For the first time since the city began 
offering the services, the city will break 
even this year with the money collected 
from the materials instead of subsidizing 
the service at a loss, Sanitation Superin-
tendent Tony Arehart said.

The city will conduct a garbage rate 
study in fiscal year 2014 to determine 
whether garbage pickup services could be 

made more cost effective by using newer 
trucks with mechanical arms rather than 
loading all residential garbage cans by 
hand, he said.

Under that model, Western Recycling 
and Earthwise Curbside Recycling would 
continue to provide curbside pick up for 
recycling, while the city would continue to 
provide free drop-off locations.

Kevin King, a resident of Idaho Falls 
for the last four years, said his family of 
four recycles everything they possibly can 
to reduce waste. He even transports his 
glass recycling to Driggs or Salt Lake City 
because the city doesn’t accept it in the 
bins provided near his home.

“I grew up in San Diego and we recy-
cled there,” he said. “That was just what 
you did. They had curbside, so that was 
super easy for us.”

“Recycling is 
changing quite 
a bit. For many 

people, if we’re not 
sorting, they’re not 

recycling.”
CRAIG STEPHENSON

Western Recycling 
plant manager

n King said he hopes the city will take over 
curbside pickup services in the future
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n Idaho’s 2011 Students Come 
First laws altered the agreement

D93, Continued on Page A3

n 1,750 personnel are 
tending the Beaver 
Creek Fire near Sun 
Valley and Ketchum.

BOISE (AP) — The National 
Interagency Fire Center in Boise 
upped the wildfire preparedness 
level Tuesday to the highest level 
for the first time in five years and 
listed two central Idaho wildfires 
as the country’s top priorities.

About 1,250 homes remain 
evacuated in the resort area of 
Ketchum and Sun Valley due 
to the 160-square-mile Beaver 
Creek Fire.

About 50 
miles west, the 
tiny mountain 
town of Atlan-
ta is under 
pre-evacuation 
orders due to the 
12-square-mile Little Queens Fire 
burning through timber about 
four miles away. Only about 65 
firefighters have made it to the 
remote area so far.

ID fires 
nation’s 
priority

n The Beaver Creek Fire has 
already cost more than $11 million
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