
n There is no direct mention of 
‘stand your ground’ or ‘duty to 
retreat’ doctrines on the books.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Nothing here should be 
construed as legal advice. For more information, 
consult an attorney.

JOHN FUNK
Idaho Press-Tribune

“Standing your ground” in Idaho is not an 
easy decision.

State law regarding self-defense are compli-
cated because they do not contain the “stand 
your ground” or “duty to retreat” doctrines 
— concepts common in the self-defense laws 
of other states. Some, however, would argue 
those concepts are hinted at in Idaho law.

But if an Idahoan were to act in self-defense 
— in the same manner as a jury ruled George 
Zimmerman did in Florida — what protections 
would he or she find in state law?

Former Idaho Attorney General David 
Leroy discusses the nuances of Idaho law and 
the state of self-defense here.

Schools of thought:     

Duck donation
Rotary Club hopes duck race sales will 
raise $55,000 toward I.F. spray park: B1
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Today: Mostly 
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After the fire
Middle Fork of the 
Boise River recovers 
after 2013 blaze B5

Tough traffic
Construction projects are leading to 
short fuses for Idaho Falls motorists B1

EIRMC Night at the War Bonnet Round-Up  
August 2, 2013It’s a 

Pink-Out!
We want every rodeo attendee to don pink in support of breast cancer awareness:  hats, shirts, boots... you name it!
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“Idaho’s permit just 
is not reciprocated 

in other states, many 
states, throughout 
the country. And            

personally, I didn’t 
feel like Idaho’s 

permit did enough. It 
didn’t require anyone 

to know anything 
about owning a gun.” 

JIM BECK
 enhanced permit applicant

By CHRISTINA LORDS
clords@postregister.com

BLACKFOOT — Jim Beck’s white 
baseball cap carries an unmistakable 
message.

“NRA patriot.”
A former competitive shooter, 

the 64-year-old estimates he’s gone 
through more than 50,000 rounds in 
his lifetime.

“In my travel, I never go anywhere 
without a firearm,” Beck said.

That’s one reason he came to the 
College of Self Defense’s range day 

July 20 at the Cedar Hills Gun Club. 
Beck is applying for Idaho’s new 
enhanced concealed weapons permit.

The College of Self Defense is 
a Bingham County-based business 
that offers training for the enhanced 
permits, group or individual shooting 
instruction, women-specific defense 
classes, security consulting and more.

Idaho’s enhanced permit, which 
requires more training and addi-
tional range time than the state’s 
basic concealed weapons permit, 
became available July 1. The change 

comes after Idaho Rep. Joe Palmer, 
R-Meridian, introduced legislation 
during the 2013 legislative session in 
an effort to increase permit reciproc-
ity across state lines.

The enhanced permit is voluntary, 
and Idaho’s original concealed weap-
ons permit remains available. Both 
cost $75 in Bonneville and Bingham 
counties.

TAKING AIM

New Idaho standards seek to enhance 
reciprocity for concealed weapons permits

Alex McDougall / amcdougall@postregister.com

Burke Hendricks receives instructions from Mike Katseanes 
during a class taught by the College of Self Defense at Cedar 
Hills Gun Club.

Alex McDougall / amcdougall@postregister.com

Chase Hendricks fires a round during a class taught by the College of Self Defense at Cedar Hills Gun 
Club designed to train civilians wanting to obtain an enhanced concealed weapons permit.  

n 17 states recognize Idaho’s permit, 
but 8 have said they will not

PERMITS, Continued on Page A5

n A motion to dismiss the suit 
due to lack of jurisdiction has 
yet to be decided by the court.

By CHRISTINA LORDS
clords@postregister.com

Six months after Melaleuca CEO Frank 
VanderSloot filed a defamation lawsuit against 
Mother Jones magazine in Bonneville County 
court, Judge Darla Williamson requested both 
sides start discussing a possible trial date.

In a written decision filed Friday, Williamson 
outlined three elements of the case:

n She denied Mother Jones’ motion to dis-
miss the case for failure to state a claim. Even 
if all the factual allegations in a complaint are 
true, the judge can dismiss a case based on 
failure to state a claim if the facts are insuffi-
cient to find a reason for action.

n She directed the parties to submit court 
documents and schedule hearings on Mother 
Jones’ motion to dismiss the lawsuit due to 
lack of jurisdiction.

n She requested the two parties agree on a 
potential trial date within the next 12 months.

“Pursuant to the Idaho Supreme Court 

Judge 
requests 
Melaleuca 
trial date

Idaho defense 
laws complex

n Mother Jones contends VanderSloot should 
be considered a public figure in the case

TRIAL, Continued on Page A5

 FIRE AND SMOKE: Blaze ignited near Wolverine Canyon B3

n Idaho laws are purposefully vague, with key 
words leaving the door open to case evidence

DEFENSE, Continued on Page A5


